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Traditional Egypt/Exodus Timeline

Rise of city-states along
the Nile River

First use of hieroglyphics

Narmer (Menes) unifies
Upper & Lower Egypt

During the 1st dynasty,
human sacrifices were

performed as part of the
pharaoh's funeral rites.

figurines called ushabtiu
were used instead

At some point during the
early dynastic period, the
capital was moved from
Thinis in Upper Egypt to
Memphis in Lower Egypt

Imhotep builds the first
pyramid for Pharaoh
Djoser

Construction of the
largest and most
famous pyramids

*= SEE CHART BELOW
FOR 4TH DYNASTY
PHARAOHS

Construction of
smaller pyramids

From the 2nd dynasty on,
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TIMELINE OF ANCIENT EGYPT

Pharaoh Ahmose | defeats
the Hyksos and reunites

Egypt

Pharaohs start to be buried
in the Valley of the Kings,
near Thebes

Egypt becomes a great
empire, stretching from
Syria in the north to Nubia
in the South

** SEE CHART BELOW
FOR 18TH DYNASTY
PHARAOHS

Reign of Ramesses Il “the
Great” (1279-1213 scs),
Egypt's most powerful
pharaoh

Invasion by the Sea
Peoples

Ramesses ||l assassinated
in the harem conspiracy

The Bronze Age Collapse,
perhaps caused by climate
change, throws Egypt and
other ancient powers into a
dark age

Egypt comes under the
rule of Libyan pharaohs

Pharaoh Soshenq | (who is
known as Sishsak in the
Bible
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Pharaoh Pepi I, who
may have reigned for
arecord 94 years

A global climate event
(known as the 4.3 kiloyear
event) leads to a collapse
of central authority

Competing pharaohs at
Herakleopolis & Thebes

Reunification of Egypt by
Pharaoh Menuhotep Il of
Thebes

Pyramid construction
is revived

Egypt's borders are
expanded

** SEE CHART BELOW
FOR 12TH DYNASTY
PHARAOHS

A competing dynasty is
established in the Nile
delta area

Much of Lower Egypt is
ruled by the foreign
Hyksos invaders at Avaris
(Dynasty 15)
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Egypt becomes part
of the Kushite Empire

The Assyrian Empire
conquers Egypt and exerts
control for about 50 years

Wars between Egypt
and Babylon

Egypt becomes part
of the Achaemenid
(Persian) Empire

Revolt against Persia

Last native Egyptian
dynasty

Persians regain control

Alexander the Great
conquers/liberates Egypt
Ptolemy | inherits Egypt
and turns it into a
Hellenistic kingdom,
dominated by Greek
culture

Cleopatra VII, the last
pharaoh (51-30 sce)

30 sce - Rome becomes a
Roman province
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