
How Long Were Israelites in Egypt? 
 

Genesis 15 
13. Then the LORD said to him, "Know for certain that your descendants will be 
strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four 
hundred years (400 years).   
 

Exodus 12:40-41 
40. Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt was 430 years. 41. At 
the end of the 430 years, to the very day, all the LORD's divisions left Egypt. 
 

1 Kings 6:1 
In the four hundred and eightieth year (480 years) after the Israelites had come out 
of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, the 
second month, he began to build the temple of the LORD. 
 
Joseph was 17 years old when he arrived in Egypt. First he was sold to Potiphar 
and served in his household. Then he was a prisoner, probably in Saqqara where 
Pharaoh’s prison was. Remember Potiphar was captain of the guard, so he was in 
the King’s household. The prison would have been the one that the baker and 
cupbearer were in. It was in close proximity to the palace. Joseph was in that 
prison until he was 30 years old at which time he was cleaned up, shaved, and 
dressed to appear before Pharaoh to interpret his dream. From that time to his death 
he served as second only to Pharaoh for 80 years. Joseph died at 110 years old. His 
father, Jacob, called Israel, spent 17 years on Egypt with the 70 others in his family 
that resided in Goshen. Jacob died at 147 years of age. (Genesis 47:28)  
 
Reading the genealogies of Genesis all the way back to Adam can give us 
somewhat of a sense of the time that passed from Genesis 1:1 to the Exodus. But 
finding EXACT timelines and dates is not so simple. Some view the Hebrew 
genealogies as summaries of generations not specifically naming every ancestor. 
The genealogy of Matthew gives for Jesus does exactly that. He skips some 
ancestors and gives only the significant ones. We know that by comparing Old 
Testament genealogies to his.  He concluded 14 generations in three sets. 
Remember also that Jewish children had to memorize their genealogies. They 
needed memory tools just as Matthew did. He said Abraham to David was 14 
generations, and 14 generations from David to the exile in Babylon, and 14 
generations from the exile to Christ. (See Matthew 1:17) There were far more 
ancestors than he lists.  
 
The Egyptians did the same, sometimes skipping, sometimes overlapping 
generations, kings, and pharaohs. It is not wrong. It’s just the way they did it.  



In 1660 Archbishop James Ussher of Ireland attempted to do a chronology of time 
based on the genealogies of the Bible and he concluded that Adam was born on 
October 23, 4004 BC.  Now, how’s that for exactness!  The Jewish calendar dates 
our own time as 2019 being Year 5779.  That would be approximately 3760 years 
that constitutes the history of the Old Testament.  I will include some charts later in 
this document.  
 
All of that is to say that numbers and dates can be very confusing and often 
misleading. For our purposes we want to try to establish a timeline of the Exodus. 
We have the Biblical figures which we will depend on as precise. The Jews were in 
Egypt 430 years. Solomon built the temple exactly 480 years after the Exodus. 
From Solomon to the time of Christ we know within a few years. (By the way, we 
date Christ birth as Zero AD, or 1 AD, in actuality it was more like 4 BC.   
 
Working backwards from Solomon that gives us 480 from 996, which would give 
us the approximate date of the Exodus being 1476 BC. Then backward from the 
Exodus 430 year would make it approximately 1906 BC that the Israelites came to 
Egypt.  
 
So, our conclusion would be that the Exodus took place somewhere around the mid 
1400 BC, say 1450 BC.  From there we can start looking in secular history and 
archeology for evidence of the Exodus.  In your readings on this many have come 
up with the date of 1446 BC as the date of the Exodus.  
 
In other lessons we will give you more exact charts for dating the Exodus. But for 
now let’s call it 1446 BC.   
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 


